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Continued investment efforts and sustained political commitment to malaria control are inevitably among the
key majors’ catalyzers for malaria elimination. With the COVID-19 pandemic, disruptions in malaria services
have contributed to a significant increase in malaria cases (14 million) and deaths (69,000) between 2019 and
2020 according to the WHO World Malaria Report 2021, with most of this increase occurring in countries in
the African region. During the pandemic, countries and their partners managed to avoid the worst-case
scenario of malaria deaths by mounting an urgent response. Despite the challenges linked to COVID-19, we
commend the global community and national malaria control programs for their efforts to maintain
prevention and treatment programs. The World Health Organization (WHO) 2021 annual report highlights that
many of the endemic countries have been successful in distributing bed nets door-to-door for example.
Achieving the Global Malaria Strategy's goal of a 90% reduction in malaria incidence and mortality by
2030 worldwide is still a long way to go, as we continue to witness vulnerable populations who do not have
access to quality malaria services. In communities where malaria is endemic, we see challenges such as
limited access to quality and affordable medication, lack of bed nets for some populations, limited resources
of civil society organizations to reach the most vulnerable populations and limited diagnosis of cases. Also,
there is a growing problem of antimalarial and vector resistance which needs to be addressed.
The arrival of the malaria vaccine (RTS,S) is a great hope in the fight against malaria. The WHO has
recommended that children living in sub-Saharan Africa - who are at great risk – should receive this urgently.
We welcome this significant step forward but are disappointed by the vaccine’s low efficacy, the high cost
and challenges around its availability and distribution. We call for urgent investment to accelerate research
and development and for our children and communities to have access to a vaccine with at least 80%
efficacy and that is affordable and in sufficient quantity fir all children at risk.
This year marks the 20th anniversary of the Global Fund and coincides with its seventh replenishment. The
mobilization of at least $18 billion in September this year and the significant increase in domestic health
funding is a major challenge for the fight against malaria. We call on every country to fight for what matters
and increase their contribution to the Global Fund by at least 40% since the sixth replenishment o save at
least 20 million lives for the period 2024 -2026.
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The Civil Society for Malaria Elimination (CS4ME) call on decision makers and leaders to:
Advance equity and prioritise local civil society in the implementation of malaria
interventions through the following actions:
Move from a purely medical approach to malaria control to a multi-sectoral approach with a
community focus that takes into account important factors such as the socio-economic, cultural and
gender related norms, contexts, and realities of people in communities affected by malaria
Identify in-country vulnerable populations and develop and involve civil society in specific
interventions for these populations (refugees, internally displaced people, orphans, people living in
conflict zones, people living in rural areas, pregnant women and children under five etc.)
Implement differentiated programs to address barriers to accessing to quality malaria services and
care faced by the most vulnerable populations
Address gender inequalities in malaria control programs and policies. Recent Evidence suggests that
women’s ability to access malaria prevention and treatment is frequently limited by their low
socio-economic standing within their households and communities2,3
Recognize and work with local community expertise and reach needed to achieve malaria objectives
Meaningfully involve local civil society organizations in implementation to ensure better community
engagement and sustainability of malaria control investments
Ensure fair remuneration for community health workers, many of whom are women who work hard to
ensure communities have access to health centers
Commit funds to against malaria, TB and HIV during the Global Fund 7th replenishment to reach the
target of $18 billio
Increase national health budgets in endemic countries in line with the 15% promise made in the Abuja
Declaration 2001 and increase the benefits of local medical staff, hospital and health centers who are
front line fighters.

Every minute a child under the age of ﬁve dies from malaria.
We have the power to change this
let's act now!
About CS4ME : Civil Society for Malaria Elimination is a global platform of civil society organizations committed to achieve
malaria elimination. Our mission is to make malaria control programs and interventions more effective, sustainable, equitable,
innovative, civil society-inclusive, community-centered, human rights- and gender-based, and adequately funded.
For more information :

: www.cs4me.org

: Global Civil Society for Malaria Elimination

: @CS4MEglobal
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ACHIEVING A DOUBLE DIVIDEND: THE CASE FOR INVESTING IN A GENDERED APPROACH TO THE FIGHT AGAINST MALARIA June 2021
https://endmalaria.org/sites/default/files/Achieving%20A%20Double%20Dividend%20Malaria%20and%20Gender%20Investment%20Case.pdf
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GENDER AND MALARIA EVIDENCE REVIEW, February 2020, https://www.gatesgenderequalitytoolbox.org/wp-content/uploads/BMGF_Malaria-Review_FC.pdf

